Appendix 70 to
THE HISTORY OF CHEHAW COUNCIL
Expeditions to the Okefenokee Swamp

1943 Region 6 Camporee

At Christmas of 1943, Chehaw Council, Suwannee River Area Council, and Northeast
Georgia Council all attended a Region 6 sponsored campout in the Okefenokee Swamp.
Chehaw Council continued with a long history of Okefenokee Swamp camping extending
into the 1970s when the State Park Service prohibited even the scouts from camping
on Billy’s Island.

The neckerchief slide was given to Mike Greene by Ralph Ellis who also gave Mike
Greene the photo on the next page and provided the history of the Chehaw Council scouts
who attended the camporee. The slide might have been given to the scouts attending the
Region 6 camporee since no evidence of a Chehaw Council camporee was found.

Mr. Ellis was not sure.

The neckerchief slide and its Indianhead design was a stock national BSA design as other

councils produced slides with the same design around this time. The neckerchief slide is
made of thin leather and has two rivets holding it together on the back.
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At Christmas of 1943, Chehaw Council, Suwannee River Area Council, and Northeast
Georgia Council all attended a Region 6 sponsored campout in the Okefenokee Swamp.
The photo is of some of the boys at the only house left standing on Billy’s Island. The
Chehaw Council contingent consisted of one scout from Troop 21 in Americus and the rest
of the scouts were from Ashburn.

(Photo from Ralph Ellis. Used by permission).

Page 2



FPage 8 The Wiregrass Farmer, January 25, 2012

Searching for Ashburn are scouts frum a 1943 trip tﬂ the Okefennkee

by J. Michael Greene

Going to the Okefenokes
Swamp ard camping on Billys
Esband has besen & wremendously
exciting event for soouts from
soulthwest Georgia since 1he
19305,  These expeditions
ended in the 19705 when the
Georgia swate park service de-
cided not 10 allow even the
By Scouts from l..-.lmping AN
Billy's Island.

The scows launched at
Stephen C. Foster Siate Park
on the southwest side of the
swomp rather than the tourist
entrance near Wayeross, Asin-
gle moadd buillt on o raised
momlbed ran the X miles
through  the swamp  from
Fargo, Georgia, 1o Stephen C.
Poster Saate Park. A one-thind
mile canal ran from the park o
the Suwannee River, Billy’s
Islnnd was about 10 miles up
the Suwannee River from its

Hay production seminar in Tifton

Whether you ore new o unigue in the Sootheast, I0is  person from the same farm) by

hay produciien or an old hand

headwaters, The island wis
covered with raccoons, bears,
amd other wild animals, At
night, the swamp was doiced
with pairs of orange eyes be-
longing 1o the many alligators,
There wis an engeing compe-
titien between the scouts and
the Faecoons, with the scouts
trying Lo stome hseir fowd 5o thag
the mrccoens could mot gel it at
night. The scows tried hang-
Ing their coolers from moes and
belween trees, as well as plac-
ing heavy items on the top of
the coeolers,  The mocoons
wiere the clear winners no mat-
ter what the soouts tried. The
FACCS WETe l'um:.- ke as
well, They woull ke only
the: mical.

A Chrisimas of 19493 {or
possibly 1944), Hoy Scous
from Chehaw Councl, Suwan-
nee River Aren Council, nnd
Nonhenst Georgin Council all

essendinlly the only opportue-

BIF
attended a special Region &
sponsored campout on Billy™s
Island in the Okefenokee |
Swamp. The Chehaw Council
contingent consisted of cight
seouls from Ashburm and one
scout from Americus,  The
photo shows pan of the contin-
gent simang on the porch of the
only houwse  nemaining  on
Billy"s Iskand from the logging
wown. Wery few oiher details of
the trip are known. 17 any of
thise eight scouls reml this ar-
ticke, plense contact Mike
Greene ot JMICHAEL-
GREEKE®BELLSOUTH.MNE
T or 2209248412,

Many additional  photes
and information on these expe- |15
ditions can be foand in the 5
book The History of Chehaw |9
Council, which 13 available
free at CHEHAWCOUNCIL-
BONH OO,

Al Christmas of 1943, Chehaw Council, Suwannee River Area Coundal, and North-
aast Georgia Coundl all attended a Region 6 sponsored campout in the Oxelenokee
Swamp. The photo is of some of the boys at the only house left standing on Billy's |5«

land. The Chehaw Coundl contingant consisted of ane scout from Treop 21 in Amar-

Feb, 17. Registration inclades  10US and the rest of the seouls were from Ashburn,

(Article from January 25, 2012, The Wiregrass Farmer of Ashburn ,Ben Baker, Editor.

Used here by permission.)

Enlargement of Article for Better Reading

by J. Michael Greene

Going to the Okefenokes
Swamgp arwd camiping on Billy’s
Esland heaes been a tremendously
exciting event for scouts from
southwest Georgia since the
19205,  These expeditions
ended in the 19705 when the
Ceorgia state pask service de-
cidind ol 1o allaw even the
By Soouts From I:.impin; E ]
Billy's Island.

The scowms lasnched @
Stephen C. Foster State Park
on the southwest side of the
swump rather than the tounst
entrance near YWayveross, A sin-
gle mewl buill on a raesed
mimlbiel ram the Y miles
through the swamp from
Fargo, Georgia, 10 Stephen C,
Poster Staee Park. A one-thind
e canal ran froin the park oo
the Suwannee River, Billy’s
Island was about 10 miles up
ihe Suwannes River from its

headwiaters. The island wis
covered with mccoons, bears,
and other wild amimals, At
might, the swamp was doired
with pairs of oranpe eyes be-
longing 1o the many alligators,
There wns an GNEXNE Compe-
tition between the scowis and
the raceoons, with the scouls
e 1oy siome Meir fowd o that
the mceoons could et el it at
might. The scows tried hang-
ing their coolers from mees and
belween trevs, as well as plac-
ing heavy items on the top of
the coolers. The rccoons
wiere the clear winners no mat-
ter what the soours resd. The
GO S WETD !'ma:y Calers ax
well, They woull take only
the micak.

M Chrsumas of 19493 {or
posaibly 1944}, Bov Scouts
from Chchaw Council, Suwians
nee Biver Aren Council, and
Borhenst Georgin Council all
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Island im the Okefenokee
Swamp, The Chehaw Council
contingent consisted of ciglit
stouls from Ashborm and one
seout from Americus,  The
photo shows pan of the congin-
el samang on the porch of the
anly Bouse memuanng o0
Billy"s Islang from the logging
town. Very few other details of
the trip are known. 17 any of
those eighl scouls remd this ar-
tick, please contact Mike
Greene ot JMICHAEL-
GREENE®BELLSOUTH.NE
T or 22 924-8412,

Many additional photes
and information on 1hese expe-
ditions can be found im the
book The History of Chehaw
Council, which i3 available
free of CHENAWCOUNCILL-
BOKCHR COM,



Four variations of the patch given to scouts from Chehaw Council
in the 1960s and 1970s.

CP 102 (58mm x 82 mm, Dark Sky)

CP 102 (58mm x 82 mm, Regular Sky)
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CP 103 (80mm x 97 mm) Regular Letters

CP 103 (80mm x 97 mm) Thick Letters

Page 5



OKEFENOKEE EXPEDITION PATCHES
FROM OTHER COUNCILS

Atlanta Area Council 1951 Expedition
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Troop 96 most likely from Central Georgia Council.
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STEPHEN C. FOSTER STATE PARK

Photos from the entrance to the swamp from Fargo, Georgia
was through the Stephen C. Foster State Park.

Park Headquarters

(Photos from J. Hubert Greene. Used with permission)
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Chehaw Council launching into the Canal at Park Headquarters that lead to the
Suwannee River. Photo is most likely from the 1971 trip.

The Canal to the Suwannee River. Photo is most likely from the 1971 trip.
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BILLY’S ISLAND IN 1973

Photos from Billy’s Island in 1973 which was the last year that the State Park allowed
camping on Billy’s Island. These are photos are of Troop 20 which camped from March
22 to March 24, 1973.

Most likely a “Coon Patrol”

(Left to Right: Billy Shattles, Ben Andrews, Lee Sheppard, Unknown, Unknown, Bill Wages)
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Above is the reason why “Coon Patrols” at night were needed. After years of scavenging
scouts camping on Billy’s Island, hundreds of raccoons were very, very good at stealing
food even from metal coolers strung between trees. Several years after the State Park
stopped all camping on Billy’s Island (mid-1070s) a disease killed all of the raccoons.
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One of the thousands of gators

At night hundreds of gators could be seen in the swamp surrounding Billy’s Island.
Their eyes glowed orange and they grunted. The sight was one that no scout ever forgot.
As there was no edge to the island - only an ever watery soil until it was nothing but water,
scouts did not have to be told not to venture near the swamp edge at night. In all the
writers’ years of going to the swamp only a scoutmaster got lost at night.
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Another Gator

(Photo from Gerald Findley. Used with permission)
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THE TOWN ON BILLY’S ISLAND

A town of over 700 persons was located on Billy’s Island in the 1930s for the
purpose of cutting the timber in the swamp. The village included a railroad, which came
in from Fargo to the west and featured a turn around for the trains. The town was large
enough to have its own theater. Souvenir hunting was a favorite of the young scouts who
thought they were finding the items for the first time. They did not realize that the items
had been found by scouts for years. The key was that there was no way to get the items
off the island as the island was deep in the swamp. We had to canoe or boat in and out
and space was limited to just their packs which were already full.
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The whistle was to blow if you got lost. We all wore them.
Ben Andrews is the scout.
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Billy Shattles is the scout.
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Martin Peacock is the scout.
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Lee Sheppard is the scout.
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Scout is unknown.
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